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Company 

overview

• Established in 1998

• Offices in Sydney, 

Melbourne, Canberra, 

Auckland and London

• Vendor independent

90

Introduction
About Altis Consulting



What does Altis Consulting do?
Our Model



A little bit about me
I wear many hats at Altis

• Consultant

• Quality Assurance

• Training

• Higher Education Practice Lead

• Data Viz Practice Lead

• Sales & Account Management



How many takeaway coffee cups are landfilled and littered 

every year in Australia?

1 billion!
~80 attendees

75% buy takeaway hot drinks

2 per day

365 days per year

80 x 0.75 x 2 x 365

= 43,800 takeaway cups!



Telling stories with data

1.   What does your audience want to know?

2a. Create a story with data to answer their questions

2b. Does your story tell them what they want to know?

2 steps



5 stories

1. My family Christmas ritual

2. Enrolments in IT by Gender

3. NSW Food Authority

4. Victorian traffic infringements

5. 2016 US Election Exit Polls

Think about: What are the stories 
to be told with your data?



My family Christmas ritual



“The Parchment”



“The Parchment”











My family Christmas ritual

• Story of each family member

• Comparisons for competitive family members/groups

• Bonus: Fun part of the fabric of our family Christmas!

• Bonus: Helps me keep an eye on my weight!

What stories are being told?



Enrolments in IT by Gender



http://www.smh.com.au/it-pro/expertise/australian-women-desert-technology-
courses-as-tertiary-it-enrolments-fall-20140916-10hs5c.html

http://www.smh.com.au/it-pro/expertise/australian-women-desert-technology-courses-as-tertiary-it-enrolments-fall-20140916-10hs5c.html


http://highereducationstatistics.education.gov.au/

46,945

http://highereducationstatistics.education.gov.au/


https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements

https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements


Enrolments in IT by Gender

• Males enrolling in IT (% of total enrollments) in Australian 

universities is increasing

• Females enrolling in IT (% of total enrollments) in 

Australian universities is decreasing

• I.e. The gap is widening

What stories are being told?



NSW Food Authority



http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au

http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/


http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/penalty-notices/

http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/penalty-notices/


http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/penalty-notices/

http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/penalty-notices/


http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines

http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines


http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines

http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines


http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines

http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines


http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines

http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/NSW_food_fines


NSW Food Authority

• Easily find information about non-complying food outlets 

in the area you’re interested in

• Secondary: find patterns and other interesting stories in 

the data – e.g. one takeaway business in Leichhardt

amassed 14 penalty notices in 1 year

What stories are being told?



Altis dashboard on Tableau Public:
http://public.tableau.com/profile/chris.kearns#!/vizhome/NSW
FoodAuthority-PenaltyNoticesv1_0/PenaltyNoticesDashboard

Tableau Viz of the day:
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/blog/2012/05/delivering-
visual-stories-through-viz-day

http://public.tableau.com/profile/chris.kearns#!/vizhome/NSWFoodAuthority-PenaltyNoticesv1_0/PenaltyNoticesDashboard
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/blog/2012/05/delivering-visual-stories-through-viz-day


Victorian traffic infringements



http://www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au/home/statistics/

http://www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au/home/statistics/


http://www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au/home/statistics/fines+by+loca
tion/fines+%28%24%29+by+camera+and+system+-+archived+data

http://www.camerassavelives.vic.gov.au/home/statistics/fines+by+location/fines+($)+by+camera+and+system+-+archived+data


https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements

https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements


https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements

https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements


https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements

https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/gallery/traffic-infringements


Victorian traffic infringements

• Number of traffic infringements captured by the cameras 

on the corner of Flinders and William St (near our office)

• Secondary: Go and explore top 50 cameras

What stories are being told?



Altis dashboard on Tableau Public:
https://public.tableau.com/profile/lindsey.abot#!/vizhome/Victori
a-TrafficInfringementCameras/Victoria-TrafficInfringementsCamera

Tableau Viz of the day:
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/blog/2012/05/delivering-
visual-stories-through-viz-day

https://public.tableau.com/profile/lindsey.abot#!/vizhome/Victoria-TrafficInfringementCameras/Victoria-TrafficInfringementsCamera
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/blog/2012/05/delivering-visual-stories-through-viz-day


2016 US Election Exit Polls



https://twitter.com/Theresa_Caney/status/796265875628326912

https://twitter.com/Theresa_Caney/status/796265875628326912


http://www.foxnews.com/politics/elections/2016/exit-polls

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/elections/2016/exit-polls


Data from: 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/elections/2016/exit-polls

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/elections/2016/exit-polls


2016 US Election Exit Polls

• Majority of White voters voted for Trump across all age 

brackets

• Majority of Black, Latino, and Other voters voted Clinton 

across all age brackets

What stories are being told?





Telling stories with data

1.   What does your audience want to know?

2a. Create a story with data to answer their questions

2b. Does your story tell them what they want to know?

2 steps



Key questions to ask yourself

• Are you trying to tell too many stories at once?

• Does your story make sense to you?

• Does your story make sense to someone else?

• Does anyone care about your story?

• Is your story adding any value?

• Can your story be interpreted in different ways?

Don’t just create another dashboard, tell 
a story with your data!



Thanks for listening!

Chris Kearns

Higher Education Practice Lead

Office: +61 2 9211 1522

Mobile: +61 419 277 452

chrisk@altis.com.au

www.altis.com.au

mailto:chrisk@altis.com.au
http://www.altis.com.au/


Connecting with 

courage, heart

and insight

Tel + 61 2 9211 1522 

connect@altis.com.au

www.altis.com.au


